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From the president 

Hi Everyone, 

Hope you all enjoyed your Easter break and had the good fortune to get away for the few days. 

The weather has been great also for the last couple of weeks. 

Our next dance is on April 19th at Holy Trinity Church Hall at 8pm. A plate of supper to share 
would be appreciated. 

On a sadder note, one of our past Presidents Annette Coutts passed away late last month. 
Annette and Geoff were always one of the first couples to dress up when we had theme nights 

at our dances. Our deepest sympathy goes to Geoff and their families on your sad loss. 

It’s also good to hear Julie's home from hospital again after spending a few nights there. Hoping 
things will be right now and we will see you back in the band playing your banjo. 

So don't forget the dance on the 19th, grab your dancing shoes and come an enjoy the dance 
and the great music. 

Dianne. 

Coo-ee!  
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Vale Annette coutts 
Our friend and long-term club 
member, also Past President 
Annette Coutts, passed away 
earlier this week, she had been 
suffering for some time with 
Pancreatic Cancer. She leaves 
behind her loving and devastated 
husband Geoff, and family. 
I can’t remember exactly when I 
met Annette and Geoff it was so 
long ago. They began by coming to 
our Old Time Bush Dances then 
joined the club. They became so 
invested in the club nothing was too 
much trouble. Annette and Geoff 
both took turns as President of the 
Club, Annette in her own style. She 
was elected as President in 2006, 
for a 3-year term. In those days 
according to the Constitution a 
President could only hold office for 
3 years. The Club re wrote the Constitution a few years later. In those days they lived at 
Sedgwick, where if I called in to see them, I was invited to lunch or afternoon tea and a tour of 
the garden to see her Roses, they were beautiful. Every year when the Dinki Di Ball was over 
Annette and Geoff were off to the Country and Western week in Mildura Northern Vic. 
They met each other while on a Cruise, that was the beginning of their long relationship. There 
were quite a few more Cruises over the years as they developed a taste for them and to 
celebrate their 25 Anniversary they went on another Special Cruise. 
They moved into Bendigo and settled in Domain Village on McIvor Highway and loved living 
there. 
The Bush Dance & Music Club send our Condolences to Geoff, and our hearts, and thoughts 
are with Geoff at this very sad time. 
-Mary Smith  

 

Upcoming events 
 April monthly dance- Saturday 18th April 2026 @8pm 

Holy Trinity Church Hall, Keck St Flora Hill, 3550 

8pm start, music by The Celebrated Emu Creek Bush band 

A plate of supper to share is appreciated.  

Members $6, nonmembers $8, children under 16 FREE 
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 General Meeting- Wednesday 22nd April @ 7:30pm
At Bendigo Neighbourhood Hub 155 Crook St. Strathdale. We would love to see you there 

😊 We would love to see some more members coming to the meetings this year and offer 

your ideas to help the club grow.  
 

 
 
 
 

19th April- Kevin Long 

23rd April- Julie Manypeney 

25th April- Christopher Rogers 

29th April- Annie Phillips  
 

Wishing our birthday people an incredibly Happy Birthday; may your 
day be filled with fun and joy! 

Membership fees are now due for payment 

$35 for a family or $20 for a single.  

Fees can be paid at the monthly dances or via direct transfer into the clubs account, if paying 

into club account please leave your name and ‘membership fees’ as a reference.  

Banking details as follows: 

Account name: Bush Dance and Music Club INC  

Bank: Bendigo Bank  

BSB: 633 000  

Account number:1003 18351 

Reports 

 March dance- St Patricks day theme- 
Our March dance was held on Saturday 21st March at the Holy Trinity Church Hall, everyone 
was invited to wear something green to celebrate St Patrick’s day, it was wonderful so see 
so much green on the night. Chris was our MC for the evening, he had decorated the hall 
with some leprechauns and green shamrocks, his Irish themed monte Carlo was also 
appreciated by everyone as they used potatoes to try and roll as close to the centre of the 
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room as they could to stay in (so much fun). Chris also provided us with the lively program 
that kept us on our feet. As always, the band provided us with their beautiful music, and a 
delicious supper was shared (even with a few hints of green!). Overall, a great night was 
had with a great turn out, we hope to see everyone back again in April.  
 

 General meeting-  
Our March meeting was held on Wednesday 25th, at the Bendigo Neighbourhood Hub, there 
were six members present.  
 

Club members spotted at the easter festival in Bendigo… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter contributions 
If you would like anything included in the newsletter, please email it to me on 

flecks@hotmail.com or if you are not on email, you can phone me on 0404 532 779. Please 

note the last day I will be able to include anything is Monday 4th May 2026 before the 

Wednesday mail out.  

 

Nita Hall 

Aaron Hall 

mailto:flecks@hotmail.com
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Message from your newsletter editor
Hi everyone,  

Hoping everyone had a lovely Easter and were able to spend time with loved ones and maybe 

indulge in a few sweet treats! 

As many of you know, I host an Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea each year to raise funds and 

awareness for the Cancer Council, if anyone would like to attend I have a flyer below.  

Looking forward to seeing you all at the April dance 😊 

Elka. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


