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VALE GWEN BURKE
We were notified recently of some very sad news - Gwen Burke from Wollongong has passed
away from a Brain Aneurism.

Gwen and her husband Norm travelled from Wollongong to our Dinki Di Balls for a number of
years.

She was usually among the first enquirers for information of each Ball. They brought a group
with them who were very keen accomplished dancers.

At the After Ball Picnic in 2025, we met at the Whipstick as usual and it was a very friendly
occasion.

When the time came for the traditional set of the Lancers, Gwen called the set while dancing it
at the same time. It was such fun and I, for one, will not forget it.

Carol Rowe

| was told today that a dear friend Gwen Burke had died yesterday. She died from a Brain
Aneurism. It was so unexpected and such a shock. Gwen and her husband Norm have been
coming down from Woolongong to our Dinki Di Balls for so many years. | first met them when
we met the Wongawilli Band way back in the early eighties. The club and Emu Creek Bush
Band and Wongawilli arranged to go to the Port Fairy Folk Festival and we shared
accommodation. It was a great weekend.

The Club with Peter Ellis had a lot of contact over the years at the National Folk Festivals in
Canberra and other venues. Gwen helped organize the group and so | had contact with her a
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lot. They organized monthly Dances at Woolongong and we went up there a few times. Great
fun but so far away.

Gwen was such a lovely person and will be greatly missed by so many people in the Folk scene
who knew her.

The Club extends our Deepest Sympathy to Norm in his loss.

Mary Smith

UIPCOMING EVENTS

v FEBRUARY MONTHLY DANCE- SATURDAY 21°" FEBRUARY 2026

Holy Trinity Church Hall, Keck St Flora Hill, 3550
8pm start, music by The Celebrated Emu Creek Bush band
A plate of supper to share is appreciated.

Members $6, nonmembers S8, children under 16 FREE

¥ GENERAL MEETING- WEDNESDAY 25™ MARCH @ 7:30PM

At Bendigo Neighbourhood Hub 155 Crook St. Strathdale. We would love to see you there
We would love to see some more members coming to the meetings this year and offer
your ideas to help the club grow.

\\"
‘ FEBRUARYABIRADA

4" February- Barbara Harrison

6" February- Aaron Hall
7" February- John Fordham
16" February- Steve Cairns

Wishing our birthday people an incredibly Happy Birthday; @
may your day be filled with fun and joy! -
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Don and Julie celebrated their 60" wedding anniversary on the 12" February, we hope you
enjoyed this special day and we wish you many more years of love and happiness together.

REPORTS

¥ CHRISTMAS PARTY

The clubs Christmas party was held on Saturday 13" December 2025 at the Keck street
Hall, while | did not attend the evening it has been reported that a great night was had by all
who did with plenty of food to go around, great music, thankyou to Chris the MC for the
evening who did a wonderful job. If anyone took any photos, they would like to share | would
love you to send them to me to be included in next months newsletter.

¥ GENERAL MEETING-

The clubs general meeting was held on Wednesday 4™ February 2026 at the Bendigo
Neighbourhood Hub from 7:30pm. There were 9 members present.

¥ ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING-

The clubs AGM was held Wednesday 4™ February following on from the General
meeting.

To open this meeting 2025 club President Dianne Pearse read out her annual report
(included below).

During this meeting all committee positions were open, and nominations were taken and
voted upon, our committee for 2026 will remain the same as last year (sorry, you're
stuck with me for another year).

Please refer to the top of newsletter if you wish to see committee members

Membership fees were discussed and prices are to remain the same as 2025, Family-
$35 and Single- $20- MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE NOW DUE.

Entry fees were discussed and prices will also remain the same as 2025, Member- $6
and non-Member- $9, Children under 16 FREE.

¥ PRESIDENTS REPORT

BUSH DANCE & MUSIC CLUB 2025.




In the last year our numbers have been around 40 per dance, some lower, a few a little
higher. On the whole though we had enjoyable nights and most times the patrons stayed
until the end.

The supper at the dances has been on average great with a good variety, and on our
Birthday dance sausage rolls and party pies were got just to make it a bit special.

Over the year we had a few different themes, mainly an Irish night, Around the world in 80
days and a Scottish night.

The ball in September at St. Andrews was well attended but the numbers were down from
the last year. It was a good night and everyone said they enjoyed it and hope we have it
again next year. The band at the ball had around 10 members so the music was extra good.

Unfortunately, Julie Manypenny has been very unwell and we have missed her playing her
Banjo in the band, hopefully she will be back in the band this coming year.

A couple of dancers have been to Victory College teaching them some of our Bush Dances.
This was well received by the teachers and students. My thanks go to those people who
helped in that activity.

The Christmas Breakup was enjoyed by all who attended and there was plenty of food.
Approximately 45 people attended.

A very big thank you to the band members that played each Saturday night at the dances
because without them we would have to use CDs.

Also, thanks must go to Mary, Elka and all the MC'’s that have helped in anyway over the
year. | also need to thank Julie Pearse, who has come most Saturdays to take the money
from the door, it has helped a lot.

This year the club has also seen other dancers and members having health problems,
hopefully their health will improve this year as it progresses.

Thanks again for all the help the committee have done to make the dances happen.

Dianne Pearse- President, February 2026.

MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE NOW DUE FOR PAYMENT

As mentioned above membership fees are now due for 2025 and are priced at $35 for a family

or $20 for a single.

Fees can be paid at the monthly dances or via direct transfer into the clubs account, if paying
into club account please leave your name and ‘membership fees’ as a reference.

Banking details as follows:




Account name: Bush Dance and Music Club INC
Bank: Bendigo Bank
BSB: 633 000
Account number:1003 18351

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS

If you would like anything included in the newsletter, please email it to me on
flecks@hotmail.com or if you are not on email, you can phone me on 0404 532 779. Please
note the last day | will be able to include anything is_ Monday 10" March 2026 before the
Wednesday mail out.

Bush Dance and Music Club of Bendigo Inc.
Keck St. Holy Trinity Church Hall. Flora Hill Bendigo 2026

Sat Feb 21% Holy Trinity Church Hall Emu Creek Bush Band
Sat. March 21% Holy Trinity Church Hall. St Pat’s Irish Night
Sat. April 18" Holy Trinity Church Hall. Emu Creek Bush Band
Sat. May 16™ Holy Trinity Church Hall. Emu Creek Bush Band

CLUB BIRTHDAY JUNE Theme?
Sat. June 20"  Holy Trinity Church Hall. Gay Charmers

Sat. July 18™ Holy Trinity Church Hall. Emu Creek Bush Band
Sat. August 15 Holy Trinity Church Hall. Emu Creek Bush Band

“DINKI DI OLD TIME BALL” at St. Andrews Church Hall

Saturday 19" September at 8pm with,
The Gay Charmers & Emu Creek Bush Band
An “After the Ball Picnic” in the Whipstick Forest next day from 11am.
Sat. October 17 Holy Trinity Church Hall. Emu Creek Bush Band
Remember Maldon Folk Festival is the Weekend before Melbourne Cup Day
Sat. November 21% Holy Trinity Church Hall. Scottish Night
Book with Mary for the Club Christmas Party Saturday in December

Monthly Meetings are usually held on the 4" Wednesday of the month

7.30 pm at Strathdale Community Centre,155 Crook St Bendigo.

ALL WELCOME

Secretary: Mary Smith, (03) 5442 1153, Bush Dance & Music Club Bendigo Inc.

PO Box 922, Bendigo 3552. email. secretary@bendigobushdance.org.au

Club website. www.bendigobushdance.org.au

Facebook:https:// 7www.facebook.com/bushdanceandmusicclubbendigo/
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